SECONDARY SCHOOL EXAMINATIONS 
COUNCIL 

Certificate of Secondary Education Standing Committee 



Report to the Council with Notes for the guidance of examining bodies 

1 . We were appointed by the Council at their meeting on 24th October, 1961, 
with the following principal terms of reference : — 

“ It shall be the function of the Committee to advise the Council on 
the criteria which should be applied in granting recognition to Examining 
Bodies for the Certificate of Secondary Education and in approving their 
examinations, and on the principles on which such examinations should 
develop, and to consider and offer advice to the Council on applications 
from individual Examining Bodies and on any other appropriate schemes 
of examination. 

It shall be the responsibility of the Committee in accordance with the 
policy laid down by the Council to devise, co-ordinate and supervise 
examinations for this certificate and to deal on behalf of the Council 
with any matters concerning the regulations, syllabuses, marking schemes, 
standards, and other arrangements of Examining Bodies. 

On matters which touch on examinations policy as a whole, and on 
maitters which may involve changes in that policy, it shall refer with 
recommendations to the Council for decision and action.” 

2 . The Council decided that within our terms of reference our most 
immediate tasks were: — 

“ (c) to consider the comments and reservations expressed by the Minister ; 
(6) to devise a scheme of examinations on the lines laid down by the 
Council ; 

(c) to define more precisely the conditions to be fulfilled by bodies 
applying for the Minister’s recognition ; 

(d) for the above purposes to have such preliminary discussions as may 
be necessary with interested bodies and individuals ; and 

(e) to propose arrangements for the continued supervision of examining 
bodies and for the progressive improvement of examination provision 
at this level.” 

3. Since our appointment we have met seven times and have discussed the 
questions laid before us. We now present to the Council this interim rejoort, 
with our recommendations for the Council’s approval, and suggest a pattern 
for future action. 

4 . The papers which we are submitting to the Council for their approval 
contain a statement of the conditions to be fulfilled by potential examining 
bodies and a commentary upon it. We propose that if these conditions are 
accepted by the Council they should ait once be published. 
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5. We have paid particular attention to the reservations expressed to the 
Council by the Minister, namely, whether or not the examination tor the 
Certificate of Secondary Education should include one or more compulsory 
subjects, whether the network of twenty regions envisaged in the Report on 
Secondary School Examinations other than the G.C.E. should be set up at 
once and whether a measure of local freedom of experiment could be 
safeguarded. 

6. After renewed consideration, we do not wish to vary the conclusion 
(reached by the Council’s sub-committee and endorsed by the Council in 
paragraph 25 of their Fourth Report on the merits of a single subject certi- 
ficate. In addition we are impressed by the argument that when passes in 
English and Arithmetic are required as a condition for obtaining a certificate 
of the type the Council envisaged, there is a tendency for standards in those 
subjects to drop. This, we believe, reinforces the Council’s conviction that 
English “ is a subject so essential for all pupils that it must be assumed that 
schools will give due attention to it, in ways suited to the varying needs and 
capacities of their pupils, without the compulsion of an examination require- 
ment ”. (Fourth Report, paragraph 25, page 10.) 

7. We now feel that a number of examining bodies between 10 and 15 would 
be more appropriate than the 20 suggested in the sub-committee’s report. 
We consider that the arrangements for teacher participation are of more 
importance than the number of regional bodies administering the examinations 
and the Council will see in the attached drafts the measures we suggest to 
ensure that the bodies are sensitive to the schools’ requirements. 

8. In particular, the Standing Committee have tried to ensure that the 
examination arrangements shall meet the varying needs of the schools within 
their regions. We believe that tlie schemes provided for whereby a region will 
offer (a) external examinations, (b) moderation and validation of approved 
internal examinations in individual schools or groups of schools, and 
(c) examinations on the basis of syllabuses proposed by schools and approved 
by the regional subject panels and examiners will meet the Minister’s request 
and offer adequate scope for experiment. We are satisfied that reasonable 
comparability of standards can be achieved given the willingness of schools 
and examining bodies to accept the extra work that these experimental schemes 
wiU involve. 

9 . We propose that if the Council accept our recommendations on the 
recognition of examining bodies they should be published, and that the 
Council should invite applications from interested bodies wishing to be con- 
sidered as regional examining boards. We hope that when the Council make 
their statement it will be accompanied by the maximum publicity and that it 
will be issued to all concerned with the matters upon which it touches. We 
suggest that applications to the Council should be made to us on their behalf 
and that we should submit tor their consideration a first list of recommenda- 
tions at their meeting in March, 1963. We also suggest that in due course a 
pamphlet on the examinations should be published for the use of teachers and 
others. We consider it essential that teachers should be aware of the oppor- 
tunities and the challenge that the examinations will provide and we hope 
that conferences and meetings will take place and that all potential examining 
bodies will consult the teachers who will be concerned with the examinations. 
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10 . We suggest that the first occasion on which candidates should he 
examined for the award of the Certificate of Secondary Education should be 
the summer term of 1965. This means that if a number of regional boards 
are set up during 1963 they will have two school years in which to co-ordinate 
their measures and in which the schools they include within their regions can 
decide which of the schemes offered they wish to use and make their dis- 
positions accordingly. We do not believe that such arrangements can be 
made satisfactorily in a shorter time, although we do not entirely discount the 
possibility of some examinations being offered in the summer of 1964. 

11 . If the Council agree, our next task after the publication of the conditions 
will be to review applications for recognition, to make recommendations on 
them to the Council and to consider in more detail what guidance the Com- 
mittee can give on the nature and oontent of the examinations. On these 
issues, we should hope to present some of our conclusions to the Council by 
March, 1963. 
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The Certificate of Secondary Education 

Notes for the guidance of examining bodies 

A : Introduction 

1 . The Secondary School Examinations Council have been considering the 
conditions on which recognition will be granted to examining bodies for the 
Certificate of Secondary Education. The Council are now publishing the 
conditions which examining bodies should meet before approval is given : 
these can be found in section B of this statement. The conditions of approval 
should be read together with the outline constitution for examining bodies 
which will be found in section C. 

2. The purpose of this statement is to offer guidance to potential and existing 
examining bodies which might wish to seek the Minister’s recognition on the 
procedures which the Council will adopt in considering their applications. 

3 . It is hoped that tire conditions and the outline constitution to be found 
in sections B and C will be largely self-explanatory. The Council wish, 
however, to make it clear that, while the principles underlying these documents 
are unlikely to be altered in discussion with potential and existing examining 
bodies, their detailed application will be varied to meet local circumstances 
and wishes. 

4 . The Council envisage the recognition of between 10 and 15 regional 
examining bodies to be responsible for the administration of the Certificate 
of Secondary Education examinations. The exact number of examining bodies 
can only be determined after requests for approval have been considered and 
the Council hereby invite all interested bodies and persons to make applica- 
tions to them. The Council’s Secretariat will be pleased to arrange meetings 
and to give any necessary guidance. 

5 . The conditions of recognition and the outline constitution contemplate a 
high degree of teacher control and much flexibility in the administration of 
the examinations. In particular, the Council have had regard to the Minister’s 
request that they should allow pilot and experimental schemes in the external 
assessment of internal examinations, and in the use of course work as part of 
the examination processes. They believe that a large number of schools will 
wish to have external examinations over wliich, however, serving teachers 
in the region wiU have a large measure of control. But they also believe that 
many schools and groups of schools will be prepared to undertake the work 
necessary for the establishment of their own examinations to be validated by 
a regional examining body. The Council hope that such experiments will be 
encouraged. 

6. The Council will be prepared to receive applications for recognition from 
existing and potential examining bodies, including groups of local education 
authorities or of schools, based on the conditions and model constitution 
contained in this statement. They hope to complete their assessment of 
proposals by March, 1963, so that the recognised examining bodies can offer 
examinations in the Summer of 1965. They do not preclude, however, the 
recognition of some examining bodies which might offer examinations in 
1964, although it is not expected tlmt many schools will be able to participate 
in examinations for which less than two years’ notice has been given. 
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7. All interested bodies axe asked to submit proposals to the Joint Secretaries. 
Secondary School Examinations Council, Curzon Street House, Curzon Street, 
London, W.l, as soon as possible. It is not necessary for fully detailed 
schemes to be worked out, but some indicaition of the area to be covered and 
the adminis.trative arrangements proposed should be given. Enquiries can be 
quite informal at this stage. 

8. Copies of this statement are being sent to all bodies which offer 
secondary school examinations other than those recognised for the G.C.E. 
examinations, and to all local authority and teachers’ associations. 
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B : Statement o£ Conditions oE Recognition Eor 

Regional Examining Bodies, with Explanatory Notes 

1 . A Regional Examining Body shall be responsible for the Certificate of 
Secondary Education examinations in its region and may not undertake such 
examinations in the area of another such body. 

Notes : — 

(a) This condition is based on the belief that examining bodies for the 
Certificate of Secondary Education should be sensitive to the require- 
ments of the schools they serve. They cannot be so if their headquarters 
staff is geographically or otherwise remote from the schools. 

(i) It follows from the same principle that schools may not take examina- 
tions in areas other than those of their region. This condition will be 
applied during an initial period of about three years after which the 
Council will review the position. 

2. Examining Bodies which conduct fourth year secondary school examina- 
tions cannot be recognised. 

Notes : — 

(a) This condition follows the strong recommendation of the Report on 
Examinations other than the G.C.E. that examinations should be taken 
in the last year of a fifth year course (see paragraphs 109 and 110 of the 
Report). The Report said “ Candidates must have reached an age, and 
a stage in their education, when they have attained sufficient knowledge 
and understanding to justify their being tested by written examination. 
We believe the appropriate stage is the end of a fifth year course, when 
candidates will be about 16.” 

(b) Regulation 15, Schools Regulations 1959, provides that candidates 
shall not be entered for external examinations other than the G.C.E. 
unless they have reached the age of 16 on or before the 1st September 
in the year in which the examination is held. It is undersitood that the 
Ministry of Education is considering the amendment of this Regulation 
so that pupils under the age of 16 who are about to complete the fifth 
year of a five year course of secondary education may be entered for the 
C.S.E. examinations. 

3 . A proper spread of interests should be secured in the constitution of 
Regional Examining Bodies, but they shall be largely in the control of serving 
teachers. 

Notes : — 

(a) The outline Constitution provides for broad representation of teachers, 
local education authorities, further education establishments, area train- 
ing organisations, industry and commerce and for assessors from other 
Regional Examining Bodies, H.M. Inspectorate, the Youth Employment 
Service and officials of the Ministry of Education and the Secondary 
School Examinations Council. 

(b) The Constitution is devised to ensure ithat the Subject Panels consist of 
a majority of serving teachers, that the Regional Examinations Com- 
mittee has a majority of serving teachers drawn from the Subject Panels, 
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and that the Regional Governing Council has a majority of serving 
teachers in its membership. 

(c) The Regional Governing Council’s committees will also include a finance 
and general purposes committee, consisting of a majority of representa- 
tives of local education authorities, together with teachers and others, 
drawn from the Council’s own membership. This committee will be 
constituted to ensure that advice on financial matters, which will be of 
major concern to the local authorities, is available to the Governing 
Council. 

id) Although a local education authority may take the initiative in setting 
■up a region and althougih the schools in a Regional Examining Body’s 
area may all belong to one local education authority, the examining 
body is not to be the education authority itself. 

(e) Note id) above does not howeveir debar a group of schools from offering 
an internal examination to be moderated by the Regional Examining 
Body even though they may all be within the area of one local 
education authority. 

4 . Regional Examining Bodies shall offer a broad range of examination 
facilities as follows ; — 

it) an external examination on syllabuses provided by the regional 
subject panels ; 

iii) an external examination on syllabuses provided by a school or group 
of schools and approved by the regional subject panels; 
ini) examinations set and marked internally in a school or group of 
schools but moderated by the region. 

Notes : — 

ia) It is envisaged that many schools will wish to take an external examina- 
tion set by the Regional Examining Body which will, in terms of the 
arrangements described in the other conditions, be controlled by the 
teachers in the region. 

ib) Where a school or group of schools wash, however, they shall be free 
to establish their own examination syllabuses, set their own examination 
papers and mark their own examination scripts. All of these processes 
will be moderated by regional moderators who will ensure that the 
examinations are generally comparable in standard with those of the 
region. 

id) The Regional Examining Body will publish specimen syllabuses and 
examination papers to act as a guide for the schools setting internal 
examinations but they will not necessarily expect schools or groups of 
schools to examine on identical, or even very similar, syllabuses to that 
of the region. 

id) The examinations described in (i). iii) and iiii) above shall, in appro- 
priate subjects, provide for the assessment of course work. 

ie) These provisions are made in order to establish the maximum possible 
freedom for schools to have examinations which do not control 
curriculum. 
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Cf) The administrative arrangements for internal examinations will require 
further thought bat it is assumed that an individual school will 
correspond directly with a Regional Subject Panel and the Chief 
Examiner and that a group of schools wishing to set their own syllabuses 
will correspond in the same way. A local Subject Panel may establish 
common papers for a group of schools but additional administrative 
machinery for this pm^ose is not envisaged. 

5. Regional Examining Bodies shall be responsive to the needs of the 
schools. 

Notes : — 

(a) Although the provision for Panel membership allows direct representa- 
tion from the schools it is unlikely that more than a minority of teachers 
will be involved in the creation of syllabuses and examination papers at 
any one time. It is hoped that Subject Panels will organise conferences 
with all of the teachers concerned from time to time to keep in touch 
with their wishes. 

(b) In the case of local groups of schools running internal examinations 
it is assumed that they will not need to establish their own Examination 
Councils, since results can be validated directly by the region. But 
there may be a case for local advisory committees which, although not 
responsible for the administration of the examination, will bring in such 
local interests as employers, die Youth Employment Service and the like. 

(c) The Regional Examining Body will fully consider any appeals from 
schools and others which may arise from its activities. 

fd) The Regional Examining Body will arrange for regular conferences to 
■be held on examination matters. 

6. The examinations shall be designed for candidates who are about to 
complete five years’ full-time education in a secondary school. 

Notes : — 

(a) Candidates entered by schools must be in 'tlhe fifth year of a five-year 
course of secondary education, or must have oompleted such a cO'Urse. 
(The expression “ a five-year course of secondary education " includes, 
for purposes of these conditions, any full4irae course of five years’ 
duration underitaken in any type of school after the noirmal age of 
transfer from primary to secondary education.) 

(b) Where, for the time being, further education establishments provide 
the only opportunity fox a fifth year of secondary education candidates 
entered by such establishments may be accepted for the examination if 
they have completed five years’ full-time secondary education partly 
in school and partly in a further education esitablishment. 

(c) Other candidates may also be accepted from further education estab- 
Mshmenits provided that they are not less than 17 years of age on 
the 1st September following lie summer term in which the examination 
is taken, or have oompleted two years’ part-itime or one year’s fuH-tiime 
study in a further education establishment following four years’ full- 
time secondary education. 
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7. The standard of the examination shali be suitable for pupils in the 20 per 
cent of the age group below the 20 per cent or so who attempt G.C.E. ‘ O ’ 
level in four or more subjects. 

Notes ; — 

(a) This is the ability range envisaged in the Report on Secondary School 
Examfiwatdons other than the G.C.E, No clear demarcadon line can be 
made although many local authorities are already providing examina- 
tions which are predominanitly for the B stream in a four-stream 
secondary modern school. It is expected that pupils outside the range 
envisaged wiill take single subjects. 

(i) It is not intended that the examination should be restricted to the 
use of any particular type of school. 

8. The examinations will be offered on a single subject basis 

9. Regional Examining Bodies will ensure that their standards are 
reasonably comparable both within and outside the region. 

Notes : — 

(a) It is accepted that at least in the first few years of the examination 
oomparability of sitandards will not be easy to achieve. 

(b) The region will have tlie task of ensuring reasonable comparability 
between its own external examinations and those internally con- 
duoted. It is expedted that there will be close liaison between chief 
examiners for external examinations and moderators of internal 
examinations who might be asked to mark a small sample of external 
papers each year to keep in touch with general standards. 

(c) The Subject Panels of the region will also be charged with this 
responsibility. 

(d) As far as oomparability with outside Regional Examining Bodies is 
concerned, it is hoped that a member of another Regional Examining 
Body will be present at the meetings of the Regional Examinations 
Committee and the examinationB team of the Curriculum Study Group 
of the Ministry of Education may, from time to time, investigate the 
work of examining bodies for this and other purposes. 

10. Regional Examining Bodies shall record on certificates only such grades 
as the Secondary School Examinations Council shall decide. 

Notes ; — 

(a) It is obviously desirable that there should be uniformity on this 
matter between the Regional Examining Bodies. 

(h) At present, it is expected tliat there will be two or three grades of 
pass, desordbed in neutral terms, rather than in terms such as credit 
and disitinction, and no grades of failure. 

(c) Some subjects, such as shorthand and typing, may be susceptible to 
the ajpiplication of pass grades at different levels of performance. The 
Regional Examining Body will be expected to consult the Secondary 
School Exammations Council on this and cognate matters. 
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11 . Regional Examining Bodies shall have regard to the advice of the 
Secondary School Examinations Council. 

Notes : — 

(fl) The SeoondiaTy Sabool Exam/iniations Oounoil has established a 
Standing Oommititee which will be responsible for recommending the 
recognition of Regional Examining Bodies. The Standing Committee 
will have continuing functions of advising the Council and the Minister 
of Education, through the Ooumcil, on all matters concerned witli the 
Oertifioate of Secondary Education. 

(i>) The Standing Oommititee wiill be advised by the Ministry’s Curriculum 
Study Group, and panlicularly its examlinaitions team, on matters con- 
cerned with the standards and administration of the examination. Alt 
present at least, it is not envisaged that there will he a subject panel 
structure to advise the Standing Committee because it is believed that 
variety and experiment are desirable and that a central scrutiny of 
scripts and examination papers would be inappropriate. The Standing 
Committee will, however, arrange for periodic oonsudlalionB and 
isiuirveyis of regdonal arrangements. 

12 . Regional Exantining Bodies shall maintain such records as the Minister 
of Education, acting on the advice of the Secondary School Examinations 
Council, may require, and shall provide the Minister and the Council with 
such information as they may from time to time request. 

Note : — 

This requirement is necessary to enable tire Minister and the Council to 
exercise general supervision over the conduct of the lexaminations, and to 
pnomoile research and development. 

13 . Regional Examining Bodies shall establish machinery for conducting 
research and development work, by agreement where appropriate with the 
Ministry of Education, the Secondary School Examinatiom Council and 
other interested bodies. 

Note : — 

The Secondary School Exarain'aitions Counoil attach considerable 
importance to the establishment of permanent machinery for research 
and developmenit in the field of the new examinations. They expect that 
Regional Examining Bodies will wish to conduct such work on their own 
initiative, in oolfeboration with the schools they serve. But they will also 
ask Regional Examining Bodies to collaborate from time to time in 
oomduating studies centrally organised on their behalf by the examinations 
team of the Ministry’s Curiiculum Study Group. 

14 . The geographical areas of Regional Examining Bodies shall be deter- 
mined in agreement with the Secondary School Examinations Council and 
may be varied from time to time. 

Notes : — 

(a) It is intended that the number of Regional Examining Bodies (20) 
ipnoiposed in the Repost on Secondary Schiool Examiniatiions other 
than the G.C.E. will be reduced, although no certaiin number can be 
stated at present. 
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(b) The number of bodies to be recognisied will depend oin, amongst otber 
things, the nmniber of applioationis neceived for approval. 

(c) Wilieirevier possiilbie, aipproviail will be given piBoWislilomalliy for a peniioid 
auffioient to enaiWe an exiaminiinig body to develioip exipeitience and 
establish itself, but at the end of that period the area covered may 
he reviewed by the Oormcil. 

(d) In genenal, the Ooumicil will have negard to twio 'prfaaiplles dp astaib- 
lisihinig areas. First, (he area must not be too biig to make it impoisisdlblie 
for the Regional Examining Body to have reasonable contact with 
iits schools. And. second, the area must be large enough to be viable. 

15. The Minister may, an the advice of the Secondary School Examinations 
Council, withdraw his recognition from a Regional Examining Body which 
fails to comply with these conditions. 

Transitional Arrangements 

16. SliauM a local edmoaitiion authority or a gnouip of local aduoaition 
authoniitios, a sohiool, or a group of schools, existinig examining bodies or 
other apipnopniiate persons lOr bodies wish to form an examiniinig body for 
C.S.E. purposes in the near future, the Minister of Education may, if he 
is sio advised by the Seoondiary School Examipattions Qounoil, give pro- 
viskmail recognition to (he body as a Regional Exaiminiing Body. 

17. For a period to be determined by the Miniister, the Regional Examining 
Body may operate under arrangemente and may employ officers who do 
niO(t fully meat the tenms of the Oondiiitions to the outline Oonatitutinn 
subject to the Minister’s aipprovai on the advice of (he Seoondary School 
Examiniations Council. 

18. After a period to he dateimined by the Minister and on the advice 
of (he Secondary School Examinations Council, full recognition may be 
given to an examining body, subject to paragraph 15 of these conditions. 
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C : Outline Constitution of a Regional Exautining Body 

The Certificate of Secondary Education 

1 . The laixcanigemeiniljs embodied in (bis lautline OoJisliitotioiii are (boise to be 

m'ade for the examinatioins to be known as the examioations for the 

Certificate of Seaomdaiy Education (ihereiiaafter nefarred to as the 

exiaimkiailioQs). 

Functions and Powers of a Regional Examining Body 

2. The funolioins of a Regionall Examiniing Body shall be: — 

fa) to offer eatemal examinatioiiis on syllaibusas and examiniatioii ptapeis 
patapared by the Riegioinial Examiniing Body, and to jpuibiitsh sfiidh 
■syililabuses land spocdmem examiiiatioin papers ; 

(b) to loflier external examinailions on syllabuses and examinatioia papers 
pnoposed by individual sobooils, or groups of BiOhoioils. and appirovied 
by the Regional Examining Body ; 

(c) to offer external assessniient and validation of examiniatioins cO'nducled 
intennially by indiwidual sohoiols. or groiups of adiools ; 

(d) to issue certificates to candidates judged successful in the examdna- 
tioitts, such certificates to be known as the Certificate of Second, ary 
Education and to be endorsed by an officer of the Ministry of 
Education , appointed for the purpioise by the Miinister ; 

(e) to determine the ,arranigem,enits necessary for the proper conduct of 
the examinations for 'which it is .nasiponsible : 

(f) to appoint suitable administrative and other officers for the purpose 
'Of the exercise of its fiunotions ; 

(g) to appoint such committees as it considers necessary aind to delegate 
tbeneto poiwer to act on its bebalW .in matters of mamatgement ; 

(h) to raise funds by examination fees and such .other imeanis as it shall 
from time to time dotenmiine ; and 

(/) to appoint a bank to facilitate and record its financial business. 

Duties of a Regional Examining Body 

3 . The d.uties of a Regional Examining Body shall iitidlude: — 

(a) eai'surinig .that the exammatiioms for which it is responsible ate S'uita,ble 
for the caodidiates who .pnesent themselves for sucih examiinations ; 

(b) ensuring that .the standards of such examiiiatians are reasoniably 
comparable to those of the examinations conducted by other Regional 
Examining Bodies ; 

(c) eo.snring that effective arrangements exist for the full oonsiderailion 
of all reipresantations received fnom soho'ols, other educatioinal estab- 
lishments, candidates, local education authorities a.nd .othor persons 
or .bodies affected by or ooncernod with such examinations ; 

(cZ) .providing is:uch .information on all .matters oonineoted with the examiinia- 
tions os the Minister of Eduoatioiii 'Or the Secoiudary School 
Examiimations Oo.ninoil may request ; and 

(e) ensuring that effective arrangements exist for the conduct of research 
and development. 
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The Regional Governing Council 

4 . A Rogiiojiiail Ex-amimimig B,ody shall! be go-vemmad by a Oauncil, which ahiall 
have the fuactdians aind duties described in paragraphs 2 amd 3. The 
Ooiunail stoaM ooosist of the foltowing voting members: — 

(а) la ohairmam to be appointed by tlie vote of other members of the 
Ooiumcil but iixot necessainily to be aippainted firom amongst the repre- 
semtaitive membeirs ; 

(б) twelve teachers , serving in the schools principalily nflieoted by the 
examinatioms in the region, of whom at least eight should be appointed 
on the nominiatiom of the teachers’ associations for the time being 
memibers of the Burnham Committee ; 

(c) isik riapneseutatiiives nicumiinated by local educatiom aulhoniities in the 
oegion ; 

(d) two repr.asenitalivBS of institutions of further education in the region ; 

(e) ioiie lepresieintative of the Institute, or Institutes of Educatiion, in the 
region ; 

(fj two representatives of industry and commerce in the region ; and 

(g) not more than six members to be co-opted by the Caunoil, subject 
to the proviso that there shall always be a majority of teachers 
serving in the region liti the membership of the Counail. 

5. In addition to tlie voting members the Council shall have the folliowliing 
assessors : — 

(а) one representative appointed by another Rogionail Examining Body ; 

(б) one of H.M. Inspectors of schools ; 

(c) one local education authority inspector or adviser ; 

id) one representative of the Youth Employment Service ; and 

(c) officers of the Ministry of Education and the Secondiairy Sahool 
Examiniations Council to be appointed by tlie Minister or the 
Secondary School Examinations Council from time to time. 

6 . Membanshiip of the OoiunoLl shall be for tltree years and one-third of 
the members shall retire each year except that in the interests of continuity 
the tenure lOt office of the members first appoiinted may be extended for 
o,ne or two years. A retiring member may be re-appointed eitlier as a 
representative member or as a co-opted membiea'. 

Regional Examinations Committee 

7 . The Com,mitteeB appointed by the Coumail -of a Regional Examining 
Body shall include a Regicaral Examinations Committee which shall have 
the followinig functions: — 

(а) to make arriamgeimenits for the conduct of the exatooinafioins ; 

(б) to appoint examiners after considering the advice of the Subject 
Panels ; 

(c) to approve atrangements for the adoption of syllabuses submitted by 
the subject panels or otherwise ; 

(d) to ensure maintenance of standards appropriate to the subjects taken 
and to the candidates partioipatiiig in the examinatioins ; 
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(e) to reoeivie and to consider carefully and fully all representations on 
matters concerned wiiith the examinations from schools and candidates 
participating and o>ther persons and bodies affected or concerned ; and 

(/) to receive and to consider carefully and fully all appeals against 
decisions of Subject Panels, chief examiners, moderators, assessors and 
examiners. 

Membership of Regional Examinations Committee 

8. A Regional Examinations Committee shall consist of voting members as 
foMows ; — ■ 

(a) la chairman to be appointed by the Council but not necessarily to be 
appointed from amongst representative members of the Council ; 

(b) fifteen serving teachers, of whom ten at least shall be members of 
Subject Panels ; 

(c) ithree representatives of local education authorities ; 

(d) two representatives of industry and commerce ; 

(e) two representatives of further education ; 

(f) one representative from Institutes of Education in the area ; 

(g) not more than six members oO'Opted by the Committee and approved 
by the Council, provided that the Committee shall always have a 
m'ajoility of teachers serving in the schools principally concerned with 
the examinations within the region and provided also that at least three 
members of the Committee shall be selected from those members of 
the Oounoil who are appointed on the nomination of the teachers’ 
associations. 

9. In addition to the voting members a Regional Examinations Committee 
shall have the following assessors : — 

(а) one representative of another Regional Examining Body ; 

(б) one of H.M. Inspeotors of schools ; 

(c) one local education authority inspector or adviser ; and 

(d) such officers of the Regional Examining Body as the Oommittee itself 
shal decide. 

10. Membership of the Committee shall be for three years and one-third of 
the membership shall retire each year except that in the interests of con- 
tinuity the tenure of office of the first members may be extended for one or 
two years. A retiring member may be re-appointed either as a representative 
member or as a co-opted member. 

Regional Finance and General Purposes Committee 

11. The Gommiittees appointed by the Oounoil of a Regional Examining 
Body shal also include a Finance and General Purposes Committee which 
shal have the foUowing functions 

(ci) to determine the remuneration and conditions of service of the officials 
of the Regional Examining Body, including examiners and moderators, 
but excluding the Secretary whose remuneration and conditions of 
service shal be determined by ffie Councl ; 
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(b) to determine the fees to be charged to candidates, schools and groups 
of schools taking or partioipatiiig in tire examiinations of the Body ; 

(c) ito advise the Council on all other matters involving the income or 
expenditure of the Body, but excluding 'those specifically assigned to 
other Committees. 

Membership of Regional Finance and General Purposes Committee 

12. A Regional Finance and General Purposes Committee shall consist of 
voting members, selected from the members of the Council, as follows : — 

(a) five representatives of local education authorities ; 

(b) four other members of the Council, of whom at least two shall be 
serving teachers. 

13. In addition to the voting members a Regional Finance and General 
Purposes Committee shall have the following assessors: — 

(a) one assessor appointed by the Minister of EduoatiO'n ; 

(b) such officers of the Regional Examining Body as the Committee shall 
itself decide. 

14. Membership of the Committee shall be tor three years and one-third of 
the membership shall retire each year except fliat in the interests of con- 
tinuity the tenure of office of the first members may be extended for one or 
two years. A retiring member may be re-appointed. 

Subject Panels 

15. There shall be a Subject Panel for each subject examined except that 
the Regional Examinations Committee may, if they think fit, create panels to 
advise them on any combination of Siubjeots. 

16. Subject to the approval and authority of the Regional Examinations 
Committee the functions of a Subject Panel shall in relation to the subject 
with which it is concerned be as follows : — 

(a) to advise the Regional Examinations Committee on all matters 
affecting the administration of the examinations ; 

(b) to prepare, scrutinise, or approve, as appropriate, examination 
syllabuses, examination papers, marking schemes and mark lists of 
candidates ; 

(c) Ito supervise the work of the chief examiners, examiners, moderators 
and assessors ; 

i(d) to encourage and, if thought fit, to arrange conferences with teachers 
■of the subjects from the schools participating in the examinations : 

(e) to receive and consider fully and carefully all represientatioiis con- 
coroed willi the work of the examiners and others on the examination 
syllabuses, papers, marking schemes, the marking of scripts and the 
preparation of mark lists. 

The Membership of Subject Panels 

17. A Subject Panel shall consist of voting members as follO'Ws : — 

(a) a chairman, to be appointed by the Regional Examinations Committee 
who shall not be the chief subject exiaminer, a moderator or an 
assessor ; 
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(b) a maximum of twelve serving taaclieors of the subject in the schools 
pantioipating in the examinaition, to be appodated by the RegSonal 
Examinations Committee from those nominated by the heads of the 
schools concerned after consultation with their staff, each school 
to have the right to nominate members in a roitation either to be 
decided by common agreesment or by lot. 

18 . In addition to die voting members appointed in accordance with para- 
graph 13 the Panel may co-opt non-voting members in order to provide 
expert knowledge or experience in the subject or in examination matters. 

19 . The votfing members of a Subject Panel sbail be appointed for three 
years and a third of the members shall retire each year, except that in the 
interests of oonltinuity the tenure of service of the members first appointed 
may be extended for one or two years. A retiring member may be 
re-appointed either as a representative member or as a oo-opted member. 

The Examinations 

20 . The external exarainaitions of the Regional Examining Body shall be 
based upon syllabuses approved by the Subject PaneJiS. 

21 . The Subject Panels shall take into account the views of the schools 
participating in the external examinations on the preparation of syllabuses 
and examination papers. 

22 . A Regional Examining Body shall arrange for an individual school or 
a group of schools acting in ooncect to submit and, if approved, operate 
schemes under which examination syllabuses, examination papers, markimg 
schemes, course work assessment and mark lists are prepared and the 
examinations conducted within the school or schools, subject to approval, 
moderation, and inspection by the Regional Examining Body. In the event 
of a disipuite with the Regional Examining Body, a school or a group Of 
schools shall have the right of appeal to the Secondary School Examinations 
Council. 

23 . A Regional Examining Body shall ensure that the standards of the 
examinations conducted under paragraph 22 shall be reasonably comparable 
with the other examinations for which it is responsible but this duty shall 
not be interpreted as requiring uniformity of content or method of examining 
as between the regional examinaition syllabuses and papers and tliose 
prepared by individual schools. 

Appointment of Officials of Examining Bodies 

24 . Unless specifically approved by the Secondary Sobool Examinations 
Council persons. Other than teachers, who are employed by local education 
authorSlties within the region of a Regional Examining Body shall not be 
employed by the Regional Examining Body if they are to be wholly or 
mainly concemed with the administration of the school examinations in the 
area of the authorities by which they are employed. 

The Issue of Certificates 

25 . A Regional Examining Body shall issue to successful candidates certifi- 
oates in a form to be approved by the Secondary Sobool Examinations 
Council. 
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26. The Cenllificaites shall be known as the “ Certificate of Secondary 
Education ” and shall be signed by the Chairman and Secretary of the 
Council of the Regional Examining Body and by an officer on behalf of the 
Minister of Education and shall be taken to represent the Regional 
Examining Body’s reisiponsibility for the arrangements for the maintenance 
of standards and the administration of the examinaition. 

27. A Regional Examining Body shall not introduce grades of marks tor 
successful or unsuccessful candidates except with the approval of the 
Secondary School Examinations Council. 

Right of Review by the Secondary School Examinations Council and the 
Minister of Education 

28. The Regional Examining Body shall give access to all papers and 
accounts and shall permit attendance at all meetings of the Council, 
Regional Examinatioms Committee and subject panels to officers of the 
Minisiter of Education, H.M. Inspectors, and officers of the Secondary 
School Examinations Council authorised for that purpose. 

29. On appeal from a school, group of schools, a candidate or any other 
interested body or person, officers of the Minister of Education or of the 
Secondary School Examinations Council may inspect or investigate the 
papers and aotivities of a Regional Examining Body. 
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Ths following attended from the Ministry of Education: — 
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Y 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Foreword 



Last year my predecessor accepted the proposal made by the 
Secondary School ExanaLinations Council in their Fourth Report 
^that new examinations should be initroduoed leading to a certificate 
other than the General Certificate of Education. Since then the 
Council, and particularly their Standing Committee, have been 
thinking about the way in which ithe examinations might be 
established and administered. 

I am now publishing on their behalf their Fifth Report, which 
sots out the conclusions they have reached. In doing so, I accept 
their advice that the next moves should be to invite the comments 
of the teachers’ and local autlwrity associations on the report, and 
at the same time to authorise the Council’s Standing Committee to 
begin preliminary negotiations with potential examining bodies, so 
that final decisions on the conriitions of recognition can be taken ini 
the light of the comments of ithose mainly concerned. 

In the meantime, I greatly hope that all who are specially concerned 
with the development of secondary education will consider these 
proposals with the care which they deserve. We owe Sir John 
Lockwood and his colleagues a debt of gratitude for the skill with 
which they have drawn up these proposals. 

Edward Boyle. 

Ministry of Education. 

23rd August, 1962. 
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Letter from the Chairman to the Minister of Education 

\4th August, 1962. 

My Dear Minister, 

I have pleasure in submitting the Fdfltii Report of the Secondary School 
Examinations Council. 

In July, 1961, your pajedecessor said in the House of Commons that be 
accepted in principle the proposal for a new secondary school leaving 
exjamination other than the G.C.E. This proposal was made in the rep'ort 
of a sub-committee of the Council published in 1960 and was endorsed, 
after the Oounoil bad considered the comments on it made by interested 
bodies, in their Fourth Report. He then asked the Council to consider the 
detailed arrangements for putting the proposal into effect and stTenglhened 
'their membership to enable them to do so. At the same time he expressed 
certain reservations, which he also asked us to consider. 

The Council set up a standing oommittee, under my chairmanship, to 
advise them on the implemenitation of the proposal. The comiriiittee firs't 
met on 20th November, 1961, and have since held six other meetings. So 
far they have been concerned mainly wiith organisational arrangements and 
recently presented their first report to the Council. That document, which 
torms the substance of this report by the Oounoil, contains the commiltitee’s 
condusioms on the reservations your predecessor expressed fast year and a 
statement of the conditions upon which bodies proposing to examine 
candidates for the Certifloate of Secondary Education might be recognised. 

The committee were guided by the principles, first, that teachers should 
largely and ellect'ively control the new examination, which should be 
organised on a regional basis and be taken after five years’ full-time 
secondary education and, second, that the examination should constantly 
reflect the developing secondary school curriculum and not impose its own 
pattern upon the sohools. Accordingly, the oommittee have proposed two 
broad categories of examinations — external examinations offered to the 
schools by regioital bodies oonitrolled by teachers, and Internal examinations 
organised by individual sohools or groups of sohools, and validated by the 
same regional bodies ; but this will be a flexible framework, offering scope 
for local variation and experiment. With these principles in mind, the 
oommittee proposed to the Ooundl, and the Council have now accepted, a 
statement of notes of guidance for intending regional examining bodies. 
The Oounoil hope that you will agree to publish this statement as their 
Fifth Report and to invite comments on it from the teachers’ and local 
authority asisociaitions. Tltis will enable both you and 'the Oounoil to have 
available, whan considering app'lioations for recognition as examining 
bodies, the views of the education service as a whole. At the same time, 
the Oounoil hope that you will authorise their Standing Oommittee to begin 
prelimiinary negotiations with potential examining bodies on the basis of 
this report, so tlrat their views can also be taken into account before 
conditions of recognition are finally decided. 

The Oo'Uncil’s Standing Committee will have two further tasks. First, 
they will conduct on behalf of the Council the negotiations with interested 
bodies ; these, it is ho'ped. Will enable the Oounoil to recommend your 
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recognition, by the Spring of 1963, of a number of regional examining 
bodies. On tihis basis, the examinations should be generally available for 
the first time in the summer term of 1965. And, second, the committee 
will study a number of other important questions, such as the relationship 
between the content of the curriculum and methods of examining for the 
new Certificate. The committee intend to work in close association with 
the Ministry’s Curriculum Study Group, who are preparing a pamphlet 
designed to help the teachers play their full part in controlling and 
developing the examination, and who are organising various experiments in 
oolaboration with a large number of schools throughout the country. 

Yours sincerely, 

John Lockwood. 

The Right Hon. Sir Edward Boyle, Bt., M.P., 

Minister of Education. 
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